Round up of the year’s events!

Christmas2010: Children’s meet at Ballyfin, Linda White acted as Field Master. - Charity ride for the Heath school held on the Heath. - Awards night. 

January: Awards night at the Manor Hotel - Musical ride training starts at the end of January. 

February: musical ride training starts.

March: series of show jumping lessons held at David Lalor’s –- musical ride – Hunter Trials – games training.

April: Hunter trials Championships - friendly show jumping sessions where members had the opportunity to school themselves and their ponies – games training - Swimming training started at Portarlington - musical ride training.

May Senior show jumping league starts and Rallies start - Swimming continues- minimus cross country at Stradbally Hall -. Musical ride and games training.

June :National Minimus Competition - rallies- S.J. league finishes - Games teams travel to Scotland. -Swimming- musical ride-

July; Week long Pony Camp followed by our One Day Event.-  Robbie Bailey Qualifier at Mullingar - Musical ride - - Games competitions and training continue every week-. Tetrathalon training including shooting starts - Ossory Show included games and musical ride. -Pony Club festival at Barnadown.

August: Horse Trials Championships,-C test training,- RDS, - Summer Rallies - One day Events (neighbouring clubs) continue- Aloha Cup day kindly hosted by David Lalor and followed by a slap up Barbecue and Presentation for all members who had represented the club at National level - Rose Bowl show jumping league.

September: B test training and B test. Curragh Race day. -Rose bowl show jumping finishes.

October : This is usually the month when the Irish Pony Club hold open meetings for senior members, parents, officials etc See Irish Pony Club website for dates and times.

November: November: show jumping schooling - musical ride meet.

December: So Far! -A.G.M – We hope to hold a Christmas Show some time during the Christmas holidays- HOWEVER, this is solely dependant on how much help we get from members and their parents? Please volunteer if you wish this to go ahead.

Throughout the spring there are plenty of non-pony club hunter trials. These are usually run by various hunts throughout the country. Dates can be found on HAI website or the Irish Field. They are great fun and are invaluable experience for cross-country riding! 

In addition other pony clubs hold One Day Events throughout the summer. Dates for these can be found on the Irish Pony Club web site.

 Working Hunter  and showing  classes can be found at most Agricultural shows and are good experience for any member interested in competition. (Some are affiliated to the Irish Pony Society and may have their own rules so please see their web site for more information.) These are usually advertised in local papers or they can often be found on the Internet. 

Dates for combined training competitions can be found on the Irish Pony Club web site. There are not very many at present but they are well worth attending when they happen. 

 From November to March there is hunting and the Children’s meet is usually held during mid-term break.- 

Charity rides are often organised by hunts or local community organisations to fund raise. Notification of these is usually by text. Unless specifically stated, these are not run by the Pony Club and are open to all riders so please check that they are suitable for your riding level.

Games training and competition usually happens from late spring onwards finishing up in autumn. Games are great fun and open to all age groups and abilities with opportunities to travel outside Ireland to compete if you should so wish! 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO VISIT THE PONY CLUB WEBSITES FREQUENTLY! BOTH THE LAOIS HUNT PONY CLUB AND THE IRISH PONY CLUB. THAT WAY YOU WILL KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING AT PONY CLUB AND YOU WILL ALSO FIND PLENTY OF INFORMATION THAT MIGHT PROVE USEFUL.

While it is the responsibility of each parents to add themselves to the texting system occasionally a member might not receive a text. It doesn’t happen often but unfortunately the person sending the texts doesn’t know which member hasn’t received the text. It is a fairly rare occurrence so if you are not receiving texts on a regular basis, check that you have put yourself on the system!!!

