Minimus 2011 – Laois Team Features in the Prizes
This weekend we had our best Minimus in years. We sent 16 children, all under 12, to this challenging competition in Kilkenny – 1 Boys Team, 1 Mixed Team and 2 Girls Teams. A lot of planning went in to the team selection this year to factor in not just the riding ability of the children and their ponies but also the running and swimming levels of each child and as a result we had 4 great teams representing the club. Every single child is a credit to the club and their family.  Amazingly everyone achieved personal bests in at least 1 of the 3 phases.

Again, this year we are indebted to Richard Kehoe who gave up so much of his time training the children in the weeks before Minimus. He took the children on a course walk on Friday night and was at the start for a refresher course walk on Saturday morning at 8am. Very dedicated! And it really paid off – We had 9 clear rounds out of 16 competitors and some very thrilled children who had mixed results cross country in previous years. What a great start!

Sunday morning started bright and early with our first swimmers warming up at 8am. All 4 boys on the boys team, 3 girls on the first girls team and 1 boy on the mixed team achieved 4 lengths+. Our best swim of the day came from Caoimhe Sweeney with 4 lengths 12metres netting her a swim score of just under 900 points.

Then for the run... in the rain! We knew we had some good runners in the teams but under the coaching of Jamie Carroll they all excelled. Ciara Langton, one of our new members had a magnificent run of 3 minutes 57 seconds with Hannah Condell following hot on her heels 4 seconds behind her. In recent years our girls have never had runs in less than 4 minutes. Then to the boys who weren’t going to let the girls have all the glory with David Brickley sprinting around in 3 minutes 49 seconds and Callum Bolger in 4 minutes. These fantastic run scores netted an average of 1000 running points for each of them. A huge thank you to Jamie for all of the training - the training plans and diet advice were a great focus for the kids in the weeks before and on the day course walks and warm up exercises all gave the kids the extra edge. Jamie you are a great role model for the younger children coming up through the ranks.

Throughout the day we were monitoring the results coming in and knew that all of our teams were in great shape. After the ride and swim our mixed team were in 10th place. When David clocked up our top run we suspected that we could jump a few places. We’re not used to hanging around for the final results in this particular competition nor were we prepared to attend the prize giving ceremony in riding attire! With a bit of rummaging and borrowing, we got the Mixed Team dressed and hoped that we hadn’t made a mistake. Might be a bit embarrassing to be all dressed up with no prize to get! But thankfully we were correct, our Mixed Team of Anna Rose Ridgeway, Sadie Hyland, George Tyrrell and David Brickley finished in 7th place in this National Championship. We are so proud of you all; you really achieved something very special. I have to give a special mention to Sadie who gave us all (her Mammy included) our biggest surprise of the weekend – this little lady managed to score as our second best overall girl. Well done!

Our boys finished 16th out of 34 teams, our first girls team finished 32nd and our second girls team finished 50th out of 60 teams.  Next year should be even better with 6 of this years competitors eligible to compete again next year. Thank you all for a wonderful weekend’s entertainment. See below for the highlights of each child.
Individual Highlights
Girls




Name


Points
Individual Place 

Highlight

Caoimhe Sweeney

3194

42nd

Best Branch Swim 4 lengths 12 metres, Clear XC, 4.17 run
Sadie Hyland

2866

137th

Only 2 stops XC, 3 lengths 14 metre swim, 4.21 run

Hannah Condell

2814

147th

4 minute run – 20th best girls run on day, personal best swim  

Billie Mae Geogeghan
2808

149th

Clear round XC, great first year in Minimus



Jeanne de Toulgeot
2784

155th

Only 1 stop XC on Lucy – great combination 
Anna Ridgeway

2752

165th

Clear XC and personal best swim

Ciara Langton

2730

172nd

Girls Top Run 3 mins 57 – 15th place individually for run

Sarah Jane Carroll 

2322

230th

Great swim – just under 4 lengths

Sophie Pim

1916

252nd

A great 4 length swim & fast run

Alanna Starnes

1500

263rd

Personal best – first ever run under 5 minutes

Boys




Name


Points
Individual Place 

Highlight

David Brickley

3266

35th

Best branch run 3mins 49, Clear XC, 4 length swim

Callum Bolger

3234

41st

Another 4 minute run, clear xc and 4 length swim

Pat Carroll

3114

66th

Clear XC, 4 length swim, good run

Jim Tyrrell

3100

68th 

Clear XC, fast run, and just under 4 length swim
Ian Hyland

2984

88th

Clear XC, personal best swim 4 lengths

George Tyrrell

2782

120th

Clear XC, personal best run

